You are cordially invited to participate in the Louisiana State Animal Response Team (LSART) Summit Conference which includes:  

 The LSART Summit - Thursday, March 22, and Friday, March 23, 2007 
 Additional Training Workshops - Wednesday, March 21 and Saturday, March 24 
 
What Is LSART? 
 
Louisiana State Animal Response Team (LSART) is an organization of groups and individuals with an interest in animal well-being related to emergencies or disasters. This includes governmental agencies, animal control agencies, veterinarians, humane organizations, and citizen volunteers. LSART functions under the auspices of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF).   
 
This organization was already in development when Hurricane Katrina and then Hurricane Rita struck. The impact of these storms was to galvanize a process that in many states can take significant time to develop. Since June of 2006, a dedicated group of professionals have volunteered their time, energy, and insights to develop a solid foundation for LSART. 
 
Now the time has come to expand on this foundation and bring together all interested parties to see where LSART is in the development process and determine what your role and contributions can be. 
 
What Will Happen At The LSART Summit?
 
The North Carolina SART training team, sponsored by PetSmart Charities, will lead the Louisiana SART Summit. Their experienced team will provide a guide for strategic planning and sharing of resources.  
 
The objectives of the LSART Summit are to bring together all parties with an interest in addressing the needs related to animals prior to, during, and following emergencies and disasters:  
1.
Provide a LSART status
a.
Communicate work to-date 
b.
Share current plans 
c.
Identify the gaps 
2.
Identify specific people/resources to fill the gaps
3.
Insure all LSART members and responders have a common understanding of chain of command and the operational objectives during a response
4.
Provide education and training outreach

After reviewing where LSART is to-date, we'll participate in a tabletop exercise then break into ICS organizational groups to discuss planning.   Within this, groups will segment into equine, large animal, and companion animal.
We'll end the two-day LSART Summit with a recap of the conference, a detailed set of next steps, and goals. Then, we'll ask for volunteers to take on the responsibility of achieving these goals. 
 
Who Should Attend?
 
Anyone interested or tasked in participating in a response that may involve animals alone or animals and humans.  Louisiana residents as well as our out-of-state friends are welcome to attend.   
As attendance is limited, we encourage you to register immediately for the LSART Summit and the training workshops. 
 
While LSART membership is not a requirement for participation in the Summit Conference, we encourage all individuals and affiliated agencies who want to volunteer with the state of Louisiana to register as members at www.LSART.org.  There is no cost for LSART membership and it insures you'll receive first notice of issues within the state which will require, at minimum, state resources. The primary benefit of membership is that during incidents under state authority, members will work within an Incident Command System (ICS) under the guidance of the LDAF, and in collaboration with other interested parties to provide whatever support is needed to address animal response needs.  Individuals who are not LSART members or deployed with a partner agency will not legally be authorized to participate with the state's response.  A member form is attached for your convenience. 
 
We've sent the invitation list for the LSART Summit Conference to in-state and out-of-state organizations.  However, we do not have a comprehensive list of all equine clubs, agricultural organizations, breed rescue groups, boarding facilities, and other regional animal-related activities throughout Louisiana, all of which are part of a successful and comprehensive SART program. Please feel free to send to other groups you are affiliated with and feel should be part of LSART.     

 

Sponsorships
 
The LSART Summit Conference was made possible, in part, thanks to a grant from PetSmart Charities.  The American Veterinarian Medical Foundation (AVMF) has provided a grant to be used for building our regional programs in future months.
How to Register
 

If you are going to attend the Summit and/or participate in any of the training workshops: 

1. Please fill out the attached Registration Form or go to the www.LSART.org to download the form 
2. If paying by credit card, you can fax the registration form to (225) 408-4422 or if paying by check, mail to LVMA, 8550 United Plaza Blvd, Suite 1001, Baton Rouge, LA, 70809 
3. Once you register to attend the LSART Summit, you will be sent a link to an online survey which you will need to complete for your registration to be finalized. This will provide information which will be used during the Summit 
4. And finally, we'll send you a resource survey we'd appreciate your completing and returning
Remember, register soon to make sure the activity you are interested in doesn't fill up.  
 
We also encourage you to book your hotel reservations immediately to insure that you are able to secure the conference rate.  The LSART Summit Conference will be held at the Holiday Inn South, 9940 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge, LA, (888) 465-4329 or (225) 924-7021.  If booked by March 7, special conference rates will be available by asking for the "LSART Summit" rates. 
 
Please be sure to authorize the following email addresses to send email to your account, so that our communications don't get caught up in your spam filters: LouisianaSART@gmail.com and sstewart@sartusa.org.
 
We look forward to seeing each of you and building our LSART program together.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Renee A. Poirrier, DVM
Director 
P.S.  A registration form, conference agenda, hotel information, speaker bios, and course description are attached to this letter. If you have difficulty in accessing the file, please visit our web site at www.LSART.org, or telephone the LVMA office at (800) 524-2996 or (225) 928-5862.

