Dr. Renee Poirrier, Director of LSART, on out-of-state volunteers:
If another Katrina-like disaster occurs we will ask for help from everywhere and be very grateful to any veterinarian who can come to the state to help with animal relief and recovery. In the aftermath of Katrina, no one can deny that out-of-state veterinarians were needed and the ones who gave so much to us are very much appreciated. We could not have done nearly as well as we did without them! 

However, in a smaller-scale disaster we likely will not need to seek or obtain a suspension of licensing rules for veterinarians. In the absence of such a suspension of licensing requirements, well-meaning veterinarians who might come to Louisiana could find themselves working under circumstances that might in fact be putting their home state licenses in jeopardy if they end up practicing here without a license. By doing so, moreover, they would be violating our state laws. We want to be certain that veterinarians are aware of the exact licensing requirements before they make plans to respond out of their home states to any disaster that involves animals.
Unfortunately, owing to chaos as much as any other reason, some of the veterinarians who did come here after Katrina did not register with the Louisiana Board Of Veterinary Medicine, as they were required to under the licensing suspension declaration.  As a result, some may be under the false impression that they can come back into a disaster area any time they perceive that they might be useful and pitch in as veterinarians. The message we want to convey to veterinarians all over the country who are called to help in animal disasters is to contact the Board of Veterinary medicine in the state they wish to volunteer in to determine how to legally volunteer as a veterinarian in that state if you do not hold a license in the state. Each state will be slightly different. 
Currently in Louisiana the state licensing laws have to be specifically suspended by the Governor for a specific period of time, and the La Board of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for registering out of state veterinarians.  Alternatively, veterinarians who are credentialed as federal disaster responders, for example as VMAT members, or who are federal employees, such as US Public Health Service veterinarians, can come into a disaster once the request for federal help has been made by local officials.
I have also stated when I was speaking to humane organizations that are planning for this year’s hurricane season that first responders would have to be credentialed to be involved.  I want to clarify this statement as there have been some misunderstandings about it circulated on some internet forums.  This year the state and federal disaster planners will probably not be enforcing this requirement strictly in all cases for all types of disaster and relief work. However, those first responders who are in the field doing search and rescue in disaster affected areas will be required to be credentialed.    To be specific, rescuing animals off of private property will require that rescuers in fact, be deputized by local animal control officials, and these types of responders should be trained in ICS and, preferably, in law enforcement.  But, to clarify, we are not going to require such training of every evacuation shelter worker!  We will want to work toward having shelters managed by credentialed experienced organizations and hope to allow each of those organizations to choose their own qualified workers.  Many of the national organizations are making great strides toward having ICS training accomplished for their own key personnel, and we regard this as ideal. 
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