Thank you for volunteering to be a part of LSART!
It is never good to start a communication with an apology, but we do apologize.  Those of us trying to get LSART going have been hard at work trying to be ready for hurricane evacuation events this season.  We have been up to our ears in alligators with that - so much so, that we have not been able to reach out to our LSART volunteers to get you guys on task!  If you want to see a bit of what we have been up to, some sense of it is on our website: www.lsart.org .
Fortunately, some of you have gotten involved by your activities with some of our partner groups and we thank you for your help.  The rest of you must have been wondering when you would be hearing from us!
What we have been able to accomplish this summer is great progress in organizing shelter and transportation elements of our disaster response.  If there is a tropical storm that threatens our coastal parishes this season, there will be city-assisted, parish-assisted and state-assisted evacuation and sheltering of people who need that help.  The people shelters will be located in the northern half of the state.  In coordination, LSART is establishing pet-friendly mega-shelters in Shreveport and Alexandria, and smaller pet-friendly evacuation shelters in Alexandria, Shreveport and Monroe.  LSART has been working under the direction of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) and the Office of the State Veterinarian, along with LA/SPCA and with coastal parish Animal Control Officers to organize registration and transport of evacuees’ pets.  Training shelter teams, planning with national humane organizations, and organizing cages and equipment for transportation and sheltering has been a huge task and it is on-going. 

Here is how you can get involved if you have not already been given a task: 1) If you live in one of the coastal parishes, you can help by contacting your Parish Animal Control Officer to make yourself available as a volunteer; 2) If you live in one of the northern parishes near one of the mega shelters, you can go to the website to identify your Regional Coordinator. Contact your Regional Coordinator to volunteer at your regional shelter; 3) If you have a specific skill that you feel may be useful and have time to pitch in, you can contact any of the regional coordinators, or for the state effort, you can contact Dr. Carol Foil (LouisianaSART@gmail.com) to volunteer specifically for a task. One thing we obviously need help with is volunteer coordination!

We do have plans to get LSART teams of various sorts put together in the near future.  In 2007 we will be hosting an LSART Planning Summit. It has been paid for by PetSmart Charities and will be run by North Carolina SART. This will likely take place in February.  The goal will be getting all of the LSART volunteers, humane organizations, rescue groups, government agencies, kennel clubs, horse groups, agribusiness groups, and any other interested individuals  together to form a true all-animal SART.  From there we hope to be able to build teams for specific tasks, including training and organizing teams. We have applied for a grant to have training and organizing sessions in various state regions and in all of the coastal parishes. Please be looking for announcements of these events on our website.  We will also be contacting our volunteers by email about them.

Once again!  Thanks for putting in your volunteer form, and please be patient with us as we grow and organize!  Also, please help us test our email communication system by letting us know you received this message by emailing us at LSARTmembers@gmail.com.
Your LSART Command Team

